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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 

purchasing@newtonma.gov  

Fax (617) 796-1227 
 

 February 28, 2012 

 

ADDENDUM #1 
 

INVITATION FOR BID #12-37 

NPS – SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

 

THIS ADDENDUM IS TO: Answer the following Questions from the Pre-Bid: 

 
Q1.  Are you looking for new buses for the field trips and athletic events? 

A1. New buses are not mandatory.  All buses provided for any field trips and athletic events 

must be no more than 8 years old and have less than 125,000 recorded miles at the time that 

service is provided. 

 

Q2.  Will the 43 buses be for the regular use of buses? 

A2. Yes, these buses are primarily for the In-city and METCO regular routes.  If scheduling 

allows they can also be used for field trips and athletic events. 

 

Q3.   Are you putting GPS, cameras and seatbelts in the athletic buses? 

A3. GPS systems and seat belts are required in all buses used in our district.  We are 

changing our bid language regarding cameras as follows: Cameras are to be installed in all six 

(6) of the METCO secondary buses with the purchase of 3 DVR systems to be installed to 

cameras on METCO secondary buses as directed (see new bid form attached).  The transfer of 

any DVR system must take place within 24 hours of the NPS written request. 

 

Q4.  Do you want 12 cameras for the METCO buses? 

 A4. No, see A3 answer above.  

 

Q5.  Do you want cameras in all METCO buses or maybe just add DVR’s? 

A5. No, see A3 answer above explaining changes from original bid request.  We are now 

asking for the supply and installation of six (6) cameras on METCO secondary buses with the 

purchase of three (3) DVR systems to be installed on METCO secondary buses as directed.   

 

Q6.  On the Prevailing Wage Rate sheet it’s noted that a school bus driver’s hourly rate is $24.58 vs. the union 

contract states the rate is $25.44.  Will all of the bus companies who bid on this contract know that the higher 

union rate prevails?   

A6. We have confirmed with the Massachusetts Executive Office of Labor and Workforce 

Development, Department of Labor Standards that the current State prevailing school bus 

driver hourly wage rate is $24.58, which is the rate at the time of our advertising this invitation 

for bid and this rate will be in effect for the entire term of the contract.   

 

Q7.  On the regular school routes, are they paid at 4 hours? 

 A7. Yes, In-City bus per day rate is based on four (4) hours per day per bus.   
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Q8.  We didn’t see anything for the METCO monitors for the buses.  Are they returned to the city at the end of 

the day? 

A8.  The awarded vendor is responsible to supply one bus to pick up and return all Monitors 

that work on the METCO buses.  

 

Q9.  Is it possible to get a copy of the current contract and the cost of everything? 

A9.  See attached Contracts C-2475 and C-2476.  For pricing see attachment of #07-38 Bid 

Document on our website: www.newtonma.gov/bids for IFB #12-37. 

 

Q10.  Do you want a 5 year bond or is it renewable per year? 

 A10. 50% of the estimated annual contract is to be obtained and remitted each year. 

 

Q11.  Is it possible to see a typical October billing by the current bus provider? 

A11. No, however here is the October 2011 approximate expenses per category:  

NPS In-City buses (One of ten equal monthly payments) was  $189,000 

METCO buses (One of ten equal monthly payments) was   $  70,380 

NPS field trips and athletic events was    $  73,000 

The field tips and athletic events total for October was provided by the current vendor based on 

NPS billing.  This total fluctuates on a monthly basis. .   

 

Q12.  In the bid document, you are asking for references.  Would it be possible to limit the reference 

verification to Massachusetts?  See page 43, 3.2. 

 A12. No, it is not possible to limit references to Massachusetts only. 

 

Q13.  In the bid document, you are asking for accident reports per bus.  Would it be possible to limit the 

accident reports to Massachusetts?  See page 43, 3.2. 

 A13. No, it is not possible to limit accident reports to Massachusetts only. 

 

Q14.  Does DTE provide reports on school buses as your bid states?  

A14. No, this was not correct on the original bid.  Copies of the Registry of Motor Vehicles 

Inspections reports must be provided from the Vendor upon request.  

 

Q15.  On page 5, 3.4, asks for the price to be put in words and numbers.  There is only space available for the 

numbers, not the words.  How should we handle this request? 

A15. This was an omission on the original Bid Price Response Form.  A revised form is 

attached to Addendum #01.  

 

Q16.  Is there any set up for late bus runs for METCO? 

A16. Yes, there are regularly scheduled late METCO runs which are identified in Appendex 

C. 

 

Q17.  On page 20, letters B and C.  Is there a form to be completed for MWBE? 

 A17.   No. 

 

Q18.  What is the school’s decision on excise taxes for the buses? 

A18. It is understood that any excise taxes related to this contract will be due and payable to 

the town or city where the buses are housed.  This has no bearing on the award  

 

Q19.  On page 23, Section VII, is there a space to record the MWBE statement? 

 A19.   No. 

 

Q20.  Are there any summer runs required in this bid? 

 A20. No. 
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Q21.  Are you still doing any busing as part of your after school program? 

A21. Yes, but on a limited schedule.  Currently any after school program receiving bus 

transportation lies within the same school’s district. 

 

Q22.  When the bid is done, how long will it take before you award the contract, taking into account the school 

committee must vote on the award? 

A22. No, the School Committee does not vote on the award.  The Chief procurement Officer 

recommends the award to the City Mayor.   Once all documents are collected, signed and 

returned to the City by the awarded vendor, the contract will be executed.  This is a time 

sensitive award and will be executed as quickly as possible. 

 

Q23.  Was the pre-bidder’s meeting mandatory? 

 A23.   No. 

 

Q24.   Are the potential bidders aware that First Student has an agreement in place with the International 

Brotherhood of Teamsters, Local 25, for our driver work force? 

A24.   Yes, as all bidders are required to acknowledge that they have read this addendum.  

First Student is the current vendor who holds this contract through June 30, 2012.    

 

Q25.  Are the potential bidders aware that the hours paid to the drivers are actually higher than what the actual 

driven route hours would normally be, per the Arbitrated Settlement between First Student and the Teamsters? 

   

a. The hours PAID to the drivers, on an Average of all 28 Newton routes are:  895.59 hours. 

b. The hours PAID to the drivers, on an Average of all 10 METCO routes are:  373.14 hours. 

A25.  Please be aware that the current vendor who holds this contract both asked this question 

and provided the data in a. and b.  Newton Public Schools has not verified this information.  
 

Q26.  Does the School Department/Purchasing Department realize that the Prevailing Wage Rate listed from 

the State, for the Newton School Transportation Bid, which was listed at $24.58 per hour, per driver is 

INCORRECT.   The “Overriding” Prevailing Wage rate should be the wage rate negotiated in the Current 

 Labor Agreement in place with The International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Local 25, which for the Year 

2012-2013 will be $25.44 per hour, per driver. 

A26.    No, the State Prevailing Wage Rate is correctly listed as $24.58. Please refer to A6 for 

additional information.   

 

 Q27. We are requesting for the current transportation contracts.  

A27. See attached Contracts C-2475 and C-2476. 

 
Q28.  We are requesting 1 months billing (October) Newton/METCO. 

 A28.  Please refer to answer A11.   

 

All other terms and conditions of this bid remain unchanged. 

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THIS ADDENDUM ON YOUR BID FORM. 

 

Thank you. 

Purchasing Department 
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REVISED BID FORM #12-37 CATEGORY A – IN-CITY 

 

CITY OF NEWTON 

DEPARTMENT OF PURCHASING 

BID FORM #12-37  

CATEGORY A – IN-CITY 

 
TO THE AWARDING AUTHORITY: 
 

A. The undersigned proposes to furnish all labor and materials required for School Bus Transporation for the Newton Public 

School system for the contract price specified below in full accordance with the Contract Documents and Project Manual 

supplied by the City of Newton entitled: 

  

Supply and Delivery of School Bus Transportation Services 

 

for the contract price(s) specified below, subject to additions and deduction according to the terms of the specifications. 

 

B. This bid includes addenda number(s)           ,           ,           ,           ,       

 

C. Contractor must provide a firm fixed price for the items below.  
 

D. Prompt Payment Discounts.  Bidders are encouraged to offer discounts in exchange for an expedited payment.  Payments 

may be issued earlier than the general goal of within 30 days of receipt of the invoice only when in exchange for 

discounted prices.  Discounts will not be considered in determining the low responsible bidder. 

 
 Prompt Payment Discount ___________%____________Days 
 Prompt Payment Discount___________%____________ Days 
 Prompt Payment Discount ___________%____________Days 
 
 

CATEGORY A - NEWTON IN-CITY TRANSPORTATION  
FIELD TRIPS AND ATHLETIC EVENTS 

 
 

Cat. A 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  
per day 

Est. 
Qty. 
 

Sub-Total 
Daily Cost 

Est. Qty.  
Days per Yr. 

Total  
Annual Cost 

Line 1 77 Passenger 
Yellow Bus  
Per-Day Rate  
x 28 buses  
x 180 days per yr 

 
 
$___________ 

 
 

28 

 
 
$___________ 

 
 

180 

 
 

$____________ 

  
Sub-total Line I per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 

 

Cat.A 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  
per hour 

Est. Qty. 
 

Total 
Annual Cost 

Line 1I Rate-Per-Hour for 
Overtime @ 10 hours 
per year 

 
$___________ 

 
10 

 
$___________ 

  
Sub-total Line II per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 
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Cat.A 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  
per flat day 
rate  

Est. Qty. 
 

Total  
Annual Cost 

Line 1IIa Field Trips and 
Athletic Events 
Newton In-City: 4-
hour minimum 

 
$__________ 

 
225 

Trips 

 
$___________ 

 
 

Sub-total Line IIIa per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 
 

Cat.A 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  
per flat day 
rate 

Est. Qty. 
 

Total  
Annual Cost 

Line 1IIb Field Trips and 
Athletic Events 
Outside Newton: 4-
hour minimum 

 
$__________ 

 
1,000 
Trips 

 
$___________ 

 
 

Sub-total Line IIIb per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 
 

Cat.A 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  
per hourly 
rate 

Est. Qty. 
 

Total  
Annual Cost 

Line 1IIc Field Trips and 
Athletic Events 
Hourly Rate: Over 4-
hours 

 
$__________ 

 
1,000 
Hrs 

 
$___________ 

 
 

Sub-total Line IIIc per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 
 
 

CATEGORY A – NEWTON IN-CITY TOTAL CONTRACT PRICE 
 

  
Grand Total Category A (add lines I, II, IIIa, IIIb, IIIc per yr x five (5) yrs:  $______________ 
 
Grand Total i(see above) n words  
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Base Price for Fuel:  $ __________ per gallon.  Proof required with bid. 
 
 
 

E.    The undersigned has completed and submits herewith the following documents: 

 

 Bidder's Qualifications and References Form, 2 pages 

 Signed Bid Form, One (1) ORIGINAL bid and three (3) COPIES, 6 pages 
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 Certificate of  Non-Collusion, 1 page 

 Proof of Base Fuel Price, Section 1.8 

 Bid Surety Deposit, Section  2.1 

 Company Resume/History, Sections 3.1 and  3.2 

 Certified Audited Financial Statement, Section 3.3 

F. The undersigned agrees that, if selected as contractor, s/he will within five days, Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays 

excluded, after presentation thereof by the City of Newton, execute a contract in accordance with the terms of this bid.  

The undersigned hereby certifies that s/he is able to furnish labor that can work in harmony with all other elements of 

labor employed or to be employed on the work and that’s/he will comply fully with all laws and regulations applicable to 

awards made subject to M.G.L. Chapter 30B. 

              The undersigned further certifies under the penalties of perjury that this bid has been made and submitted in good faith 

and without collusion or fraud with any other person. As used in this section the word "person" shall mean any natural 

person, business, partnership, corporation, union, committee, club or other organization, entity, or group of individuals.  

The undersigned further certifies under penalty of perjury that the said undersigned is not presently debarred from public 

contracting or subcontracting in the Commonwealth under the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 29, Section 29F or any other 

applicable debarment provisions of any other chapter of the General Laws or any rule or regulation promulgated 

thereunder. 

 

 Date          

   (Name of Bidder) 

 

                                      BY:        

                                                                                     

         

  (Printed Name and Title of Signatory) 

 

          

   (Business Address) 

 

          

   (City, State  Zip) 

 

          

   (Telephone & FAX) 

 

          

   (E-mail address) 

 

 

NOTE: If the bidder is a corporation, indicate state of incorporation under signature, and affix corporate seal; if a partnership, 

give full names and residential addresses of all partners; if an individual, give residential address if different from 

business address; and, if operating as a d/b/a give full legal identity.  Attach additional pages as necessary.   

 

 

END OF SECTION 
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REVISED BID FORM #12-37 CATEGORY B – METCO 
 

 

CITY OF NEWTON 

DEPARTMENT OF PURCHASING 

BID FORM #12-37 

CATEGORY B - METCO 
 

TO THE AWARDING AUTHORITY: 
 

A. The undersigned proposes to furnish all labor and materials required for School Bus Transporation for the Newton Public 

School system for the contract price specified below in full accordance with the Contract Documents and Project Manual 

supplied by the City of Newton entitled: 

  

Supply and Delivery of School Bus Transportation Services 

 

for the contract price(s) specified below, subject to additions and deduction according to the terms of the specifications. 
 

B. This bid includes addenda number(s)           ,           ,           ,           ,       
 

C. Contractor must provide a firm fixed price for the items below.  
 

D. Prompt Payment Discounts.  Bidders are encouraged to offer discounts in exchange for an expedited payment.  Payments 

may be issued earlier than the general goal of within 30 days of receipt of the invoice only when in exchange for 

discounted prices.  Discounts will not be considered in determining the low responsible bidder. 

 

 Prompt Payment Discount ___________%____________Days 
 Prompt Payment Discount___________%____________ Days 
 Prompt Payment Discount ___________%____________Days 
 
 

CATEGORY B - NEWTON METCO TRANSPORTATION 
 

BASE BID 
 

Cat. B 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  
per day 

Est. Qty. 
 

Sub-Total 
Daily Cost 

Est. Qty.  
Days per Yr. 

Total  
Annual Cost 

Line Ia 77 Passenger Yellow 
Bus  
Per-Day Rate  
x 5 buses @ 5 hrs 
x 180 days per yr 

 
 
$_________ 

 
 

5 

 
 
$___________ 

 
 

180 

 
 

$____________ 

  

Sub-total Line Ia per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 
 

Cat. B 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  
per day 

Est. Qty. 
 

Sub-Total 
Daily Cost 

Est. Qty.  
Days per Yr. 

Total  
Annual Cost 

Line Ib 77 Passenger 
Yellow Bus  
Per-Day Rate  
x 6 buses @ 6 hrs 
x 180 days per yr 

 
 
$___________ 

 
 

6 

 
 
$___________ 

 
 

180 

 
 

$____________ 

  
 

Sub-total Line Ib per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 
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Cat. B 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  
per hour 

Est. Qty. 
 

Total 
Annual Cost 

Line II Rate-Per-Hour for 
Overtime @ 10 
hours per year 

 
$___________ 

 
10 

 
$___________ 

  
 

Sub-total Line II per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 
 
CATEGORY B – METCO BASE BID TOTAL CONTRACT PRICE:  
 

Total Category B Base Bid (add lines Ia, Ib, II per yr x five (5) yrs:    $_________________ 

 
BASE BID LINE III 

 
Cat. B 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  Est. Qty. 
 

Total 
Annual Cost 

Approved Equal 

Line III – 
Base 

Supply, Installation, 
Maintnenance and 
Monitoring of inside 
digital camera Seon 
Trouper FG4 160 GB hard 
drive day/night camera 
with audio OR approved 
equal. 

 
$___________ 

 
3 

 
$__________ 

Approved equal 
brand, model #. 
catalog page # (attach 
specs) 

  

Sub-total Line III Base Bid per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 
 

  CATEGORY B – METCO BASE BID TOTAL CONTRACT PRICE:  

  

Grand Total Cat B Base Bid (add lines Ia, Ib, II and III base per yr x five (5) yrs: 
$_______________ 
 
Grand Total in words  _______________________________________________________________________ 

   
ALTERNATE 1 LINE III: 
 

Cat. B 
Line #  

Description  Unit Cost  Est. Qty. 
 

Total 
Annual Cost 

Approved Equal 

Line III – 
Alternate 1 

Supply, Installation, 
Maintnenance and 
Monitoring of inside 
digital camera Seon 
Trouper FG4 160 GB hard 
drive day/night camera 
with audio OR approved 
equal. 

 
$___________ 

 
3 

 
$_________ 

Approved equal 
brand, model #. 
catalog page # (attach 
specs) 
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Sub-total Line III Alternate 1 Bid per year multiply x five (5) years:  $_______________ 
 
 

Base Price for Fuel:  $ __________ per gallon.  Proof required with bid. 
 

  

Grand Total Cat B Base Bid plus Alternate 1 per yr x five (5) yrs: $________________ 
 
Grand Total (see above) in words 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

E.    The undersigned has completed and submits herewith the following documents: 

 

 Bidder's Qualifications and References Form, 2 pages 

 Signed Bid Form, One (1) ORIGINAL bid and three (3) COPIES, 6 pages 

 Certificate of  Non-Collusion, 1 page 

 Proof of Base Fuel Price, Section 1.8 

 Bid Surety Deposit, Section  2.1 

 Company Resume/History, Sections 3.1 and  3.2 

 Certified Audited Financial Statement, Section 3.3 

F. The undersigned agrees that, if selected as contractor, s/he will within five days, Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays 

excluded, after presentation thereof by the City of Newton, execute a contract in accordance with the terms of this bid.  

The undersigned hereby certifies that s/he is able to furnish labor that can work in harmony with all other elements of 

labor employed or to be employed on the work and that’s/he will comply fully with all laws and regulations applicable to 

awards made subject to M.G.L. Chapter 30B. 

              The undersigned further certifies under the penalties of perjury that this bid has been made and submitted in good faith 

and without collusion or fraud with any other person. As used in this section the word "person" shall mean any natural 

person, business, partnership, corporation, union, committee, club or other organization, entity, or group of individuals.  

The undersigned further certifies under penalty of perjury that the said undersigned is not presently debarred from public 

contracting or subcontracting in the Commonwealth under the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 29, Section 29F or any other 

applicable debarment provisions of any other chapter of the General Laws or any rule or regulation promulgated 

thereunder. 

 

 Date          

   (Name of Bidder) 

 

                                      BY:        

                                                                                     

         

  (Printed Name and Title of Signatory) 

 

          

   (Business Address) 

 

          

   (City, State  Zip) 

 

          

   (Telephone & FAX) 
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   (E-mail address) 

 

 

NOTE: If the bidder is a corporation, indicate state of incorporation under signature, and affix corporate seal; if a partnership, 

give full names and residential addresses of all partners; if an individual, give residential address if different from 

business address; and, if operating as a d/b/a give full legal identity.  Attach additional pages as necessary.   

 

END OF SECTION 
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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

 

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 

purchasing@newtonma.gov  

Fax (617) 796-1227 
 

 

 February 29, 2012 

 
 

ADDENDUM #2 
 

INVITATION FOR BID #12-37 

NPS – SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

 

THIS ADDENDUM IS TO: RESCHEDULE THE BID OPENING DATE TO: 

 

 
BID OPENING DATE: MARCH 6, 2012 AT 10:00 A.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All other terms and conditions of this bid remain unchanged. 

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THIS ADDENDUM ON YOUR BID FORM. 

 

Thank you. 

Purchasing Department 
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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

 

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 

purchasing@newtonma.gov  

Fax (617) 796-1227 
 

 

 March 2, 2012 
 

ADDENDUM #3 
 

INVITATION FOR BID #12-37 

NPS – SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

 

THIS ADDENDUM IS TO: Answer the following questions/items: 
 

Q1.  I am confused by the Prevailing Wage Rate response.   The Union contract wage rates takes precedents, I do not 

understand the State's position.  First Student will be required to bid a higher wage rate than another 

bidder, because we have to pay our drivers per Union contract( which is what the prevailing wage rates in .  .  MA is 

based on).  This will put First Student at a distinct disadvantage. 

 

A1.  To the extent this is a question, under state law, G.L. c. 71, §7A, the prevailing wage rate for this 

contract is the prevailing wage rate issued by the Department of Labor Standards at the time of bid 

advertisement or invitation, and that rate continues as the minimum wage rate in effect for the entire term 

of the contract.  That rate - which is still current and in effect as of today’s date - is $24.58 (school bus 

driver hourly wage rate) and it is the minimum wage rate which may be paid under this contract.  If any 

bidder is obligated under its own contract with its school bus drivers to pay a higher rate than the 

minimum of $24.58, that bidder will need to factor in the difference in preparing its bid. 

 

Q2.  Also, the hours of operations on each route within Newton is not 4 hours. Even if you took out the Arbitrator/Union 

mandate that we pay more hours than required, the average hours are 5.22 hours, as compared to what we are required to 

pay, which is 5.97 hours per person, on an average.  The actual time with Students "on the bus LIVE TIME", may be 4 

hours, but at least half the routes have buses waiting in between one school and another, until the next school is ready to 

be picked up, which drivers get paid for even though students are not on the bus.   If a competitive company reads your 4 

hours, and not what is actually paid, again First Student is at a competitive disadvantage. 

 

A2. To the extent that this is a question, the 4 hours of operation time by route accounts for actual time 

that students or monitors are on the buses and does not account for time between routes (“interval time”).  

Please refer to the Statement of Work, paragraphs 5.1.1 and 5.1.5 on page 45 of this bid.  Daily school bus 

routes, both mornings and afternoons, are posted in Appendix A.  Each bidder will need to factor in 

interval time and actual run time to determine the number of hours to pay their drivers. 

 

Q3.  As for requiring any contracts outside MASS to be included in the Bid, we have 60,000 buses throughout USA and 

Canada.   We would not be able to give you every contract location by Friday, 2 March 2012.  What do you want from 

us?   How about contracts the size of Newton, in our Region of MA, RI, CT?  Would that due? 

 

A3. No. As this bid indicates, we are asking each bidder to supply a list of all current contracts for school 

bus transportation services, with contract amount and anticipated date of completion for each contract 

listed.  We are not asking for copies of each contract.   
 

All other terms and conditions of this bid remain unchanged. 
 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THIS ADDENDUM ON YOUR BID FORM. 
 

Thank you. 

Purchasing Department 
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